Brooklyn Center for Independence of the Disabled, et al. v. Mayor Bloomberg, et al. 

FACT SHEET
Case Name:  Brooklyn Center for Independence of the Disabled, et al. v. Mayor Bloomberg, et al.
Court:  Federal District Court in the Southern District of New York
Date filed:  September 26, 2011
Case Type:  Class action lawsuit for injunctive and declaratory relief

Claims:  Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the New York City Human Rights Law.
Plaintiffs:  
· Brooklyn Center for Independence of the Disabled (BCID) 
· Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York City (CIDNY)
· Tania Morales
Defendants:  
· Mayor Bloomberg 
· New York City  
Plaintiffs’ Counsel:  
· Disability Rights Advocates (DRA).  Disability Rights Advocates (DRA) is a non-profit legal center which, for nearly twenty years, has specialized in high-impact class action litigation on behalf of people with all types of disabilities.  DRA has enforced access rights for millions of people with disabilities in many key areas of life, including education, employment, health care and public accommodations.  DRA litigates nationally and has offices in New York City and Berkeley, California. 
Q & A

Q:  
What is the basis of the suit?
A:
Plaintiffs are seeking to remedy the discriminatory deficiencies of New York City’s emergency preparedness program.  New York City’s emergency planning fails to take into account the needs of people with disabilities. For instance, shelters must be architecturally accessible to wheelchair users, emergency notifications must take into account persons with hearing or vision loss, and evacuation transportation must be useable by all persons. Federal and city laws require that people with disabilities have equal access to services and programs offered by government entities.  This lawsuit seeks to put an end to such discrimination by requiring New York City to meet its obligations to include people with disabilities in New York City’s emergency preparedness and planning efforts. 

Q:  
Why is this suit important to people with disabilities?

A:
Hurricanes, terrorist attacks, floods, fires and winter storms are a few of the many potential emergencies that New York City and its residents must face.  The failure of Mayor Bloomberg and the City of New York to plan for the unique needs of New Yorkers with disabilities creates severe hardships for people with disabilities and can be life threatening to them during these emergencies.  Defendants’ failures to respond to disability needs in emergency planning were made painfully evident by Hurricane Irene.  Ramps to shelters were makeshift or too steep and not useable by persons relying on wheelchairs.  Televised emergency announcements by City officials did not include American Sign Language interpreters.  School buses used in evacuation did not have lifts or designated seating areas for persons with mobility disabilities.  
Q:  
Who are the plaintiffs?

A: 
Brooklyn Center for Independence of the Disabled (BCID) is an independent living center based in Brooklyn that provides services and advocacy toward independent living for individuals with disabilities.  BCID seeks to improve the quality of life of Brooklyn residents with disabilities through programs that empower them to gain greater control of their lives and achieve full and equal integration into society.  

Center for Independence of the Disabled, New York (CIDNY) is an independent living center serving persons with disabilities throughout New York City. CIDNY’s goal is to ensure full integration, independence and equal opportunity for all people with disabilities by removing barriers to the social, economic, cultural and civic life of the community. 

Tania Morales is a 24 year old resident of Brooklyn who uses a wheelchair. 
Q:
What are the alleged violations?
A:
An effective emergency preparedness and planning program for persons with disabilities must include essential components, such as: evacuating persons with mobility disabilities from their homes; providing accessible transportation to shelters and back; providing shelters that are architecturally accessible and identifying these to persons with disabilities; providing accessible public notification and communication for providing information to persons with sensory disabilities before and during emergencies; and providing assistance to persons with disabilities during recovery after an emergency.   For each of these components and others, New York City’s emergency plans are either non-existent or inadequate.  


Q:  
What are the goals of this lawsuit?
A: 
The goal of this lawsuit is to ensure that New York City’s emergency preparedness plans adequately address the needs of people with disabilities as soon as possible.
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